Mall Guidelines and Brainstorming Ideas

For the shopping center, the guidelines are pretty simple.  The contractor building the mall feels “Being Green” is far more important than saving money on construction, because he knows how much a green building will save him down the road.  So your goal is, simply, to come up with a design for a shopping center that is both an eco-friendly design and preserves as much of the PHWH as possible.  You are only concerned with the parking lot, the exterior design, and the building materials.  And just think in the most basic terms, this portion of the paper should not take you a week to complete, but it should take a good bit of outside research and some critical thinking.
The best thing to do for starters is use an online search engine and look up some eco-friendly building materials that should be incorporated into the structure.  You do not need to go into the architecture in detail, but rather be able to say, ‘We should use ___ materials because of their _____ effect on the environment and/or their ______ on energy use’.  
As for the parking lot and rough design of the shopping mall, again, there is no need to go into the minute details of architecture, but it is important to outline some basic concepts that you think will make the building ‘greener’.  
For example, does it have a green roof?  Or solar panels to keep fossil fuel use down?  Or are there other roof options you would like to explore?  Is the headwater preserved?  Or has it been rerouted?  Is there any sort of buffer (e.g. plants) in place between the parking lot (an impervious surface) and the PHWH to limit erosion?  Is the parking lot an actual lot or a parking garage (there are benefits and risks to both)?
These are just a few questions to get you started and thinking about how to go about building the shopping mall.  This portion of the paper is really about being creative and basing that creativity on a little research.  It has been said before, but remember that this does not need to be a full blueprint of the building, more like a general description of what the layout of the area should be and some basic materials to build it.  Internet search engines can be your best friend for this, but just make sure the sources you are using are valid and reliable.
