Waste Management:  US vs. Europe
Subject Area: Foreign languages 
Created By: Ashley VanGilder, Student, John Marshall
Ohio Standards Connection

Culture:  Grade 9—12

A. Analyze, discuss and report on a wide variety of practices and perspectives of the target culture.

B. Participate in and discuss a wide variety of cultural practices.

Connections:  Grade 9—12

A. Investigate, analyze and present concepts from across disciplines.

B. Investigate, analyze and present information and viewpoints from the target culture using authentic sources, and apply understandings across disciplines.

Objectives (At the end of this lesson students will be able to …)
· To determine how the U.S. can be as progressive as Europe in the way we handle waste.

Lesson

	Time 
	Activity / Procedure
	Materials

	5 min
	Discuss what recycling is and how it affects the environment
	

	5 min
	Looking at U.S. waste
· Show statistics and facts on recycling in the US

·  America as a whole recycles 28% of its waste

· The second largest man made structure in the world is Great Wall of China , the largest is the Fresh Kills Landfill in New York City

· 75,000 trees are cut down to provide paper for ONE edition of the Sunday New York Times

· About 566 steel cans are recycled every second
· What is Ohio doing to make the environment better?
	

	10 min
	U.S. compared to France and Spain
· Show students from chart
 from BBC on waste management in Europe.  Have students discuss variations between countries.
· Show statistics and facts on recycling in different parts of Europe

	Waste Management in the EU chart

	10 min
	Students develop a plan of action
· What can you personally do?
· explain how to recycle and what to recycle

· What can our community do, or what is our community doing?

· Discuss Cleveland’s recycling center

	

	10 min
	Have students discuss their plans with the class
	

	Extension
	· Have students investigate further into the trends in France & Spain in terms of energy usage and alternatives to fossil fuels

· Prepare presentations in French & Spanish
	


Notes
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The above chart is from the BBC2
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� http://www.oberlin.edu/recycle/facts.html





� http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/4620041.stm





�  http://www.epbaeurope.net/recycling.html#whoproducers


http://www.planetpals.com/recyclingworld.html





� http://www.parkworks.org/recycle/recycleinfo.htm
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