Environmental Assessment of Installation Art Projects
Subject Area: Art
Created By: Amber Revelt, Student, John Marshall High School
Ohio Standards Connection:
Valuing the Arts/Aesthetic Reflection:  Grade 9—12

A.  Communicate how an aesthetic point of view contributes to the ideas, emotions and overall impact of personal artworks

Objectives (At the end of this lesson students will be able to …)
· Develop a protocol to assess the environmental impact of outdoor art installation.

Lesson

	Time 
	Activity / Procedure
	Materials

	5 min
	The Protocol [see Notes]
· Describe what a protocol is and how they work.

· Show example of protocols. 
	Example protocols

	30 min
[5min]
[5min]
[15min]
[5min]
	Development of the Protocol [see Notes]
· Form students into 8 groups (there are 4 art pieces, 2 photos per piece)
· Have students examine pictures of their assigned installation art piece
· Discuss in groups what they see as potential environmental impact in their art pieces

· Discuss as a class what the groups determined, create a master list and develop a protocol.

· Have students develop a protocol to determine if their art pieces are environmentally safe.
· Have someone from each group present their results.
	Board to write master list
Art piece pictures

	10 min
	Wrap-up
· Ask the students:

· What did they learn?

· What they got out of the lesson?

· How could they apply a protocol in other situations?
	

	Extension
	· Research other possible factors in developing a protocol for installation art projects
· Develop a unified class protocol
	


Notes

The Protocol

· Definitions

· Protocol - a standardized method or procedure that allows comparison of datasets

· Metric - a standardized measurement 

· Biomonitoring - the assessment of ecosystem health based on the biological health and presence or absence of the organisms that should be found in that ecosystem.

· How they are used:
The world is not neat.  Data collected from the real world is highly variable compared to data collected from a laboratory setting of a scientist.   Therefore anything we do with this data (interpretations) is subject to the same variability, which makes it difficult to explain to others or make determinations on projects in our communities.
To get around this, scientists use standardized methods called protocols for collecting data.  By assigning points to metrics with low scores relating to low environmental quality and high scores relating to high environmental quality, a number then becomes an objective estimate about the environment.  Remember both objective and subjective measurements are taken in the field so you need to standardize your scales for assigning points as scientists  We add the scores from the metrics together and come up with a total score for the protocol for the area that was assessed.  We can  we can then compare data sets taken from different locations as long as we have collected the data in a uniform standardized way.  The protocol number itself becomes a statement about environmental quality.
We can apply the same thought process to evaluating a site for possible environmental impact from instillation art projects.

Development of the Protocol
· The 4 art pieces will have a photo of each piece with a description of the piece on the back.
· “Lonely Tree, Lonely People”—Wiktor Szostalo and Agnieszka Gradzik

· “New York City Waterfalls” — Olafur Eliasson

· “Free Stamp” — Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen

· “ Turbulence” — Rafael Lozano-Hemmer2
· Expected metrics (not limited to) ( encourage more detail from students in terms of sub-metrics
· Disturbing Wildlife

· Food Supply

· Bodily Harm

· Pollution

· Soil

· Air

· Light

· Noise

· Obstructing Views
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